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HOUSE BI LL 1297

Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives O Brien, Ballasiotes, Lovick, Cairnes, Kagi,
Canpbel | and Benson

Read first time 01/21/1999. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal Justice
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to earned early release tine; and anending RCW
9. 94A. 150.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW9.94A 150 and 1996 ¢ 199 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

No person serving a sentence inposed pursuant to this chapter and
commtted to the custody of the departnent shall |eave the confines of
the correctional facility or be released prior to the expiration of the
sentence except as foll ows:

(1) Except as otherwise provided for in subsection (2) of this
section, the term of the sentence of an offender commtted to a
correctional facility operated by the departnent, may be reduced by
earned early release tine in accordance with procedures that shall be
devel oped and pronulgated by the <correctional agency having

jurisdiction in which the offender is confined. The earned early
release time shall be for good behavior and good perfornance, as
determined by the correctional agency having jurisdiction. The

correctional agency shall not credit the offender with earned early
release credits in advance of the offender actually earning the
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credits. Any programestablished pursuant to this section shall allow
an offender to earn early release credits for presentence
incarceration. |f an offender is transferred froma county jail to the
departnment of corrections, the county jail facility shall certify to
t he departnent the anmpbunt of tinme spent in custody at the facility and
the anmount of earned early release tine. |In the case of an offender
who has been convicted of a felony conmtted after July 23, 1995, that
i nvol ves any applicabl e deadly weapon enhancenents under RCW9. 94A. 310
(3) or (4), or both, shall not receive any good tine credits or earned
early release tine for that portion of his or her sentence that results
from any deadly weapon enhancenents. In the case of an offender
convicted of a serious violent offense, or a sex offense that is a
class A felony, commtted on or after July 1, 1990, the aggregate
earned early release tine may not exceed fifteen percent of the
sentence. In no other case shall the aggregate earned early rel ease
time exceed one-third of the total sentence;

(2) A person convicted of a sex offense or an offense categori zed
as a serious violent offense, assault in the second degree, vehicular
hom ci de, vehicul ar assault, assault of a child in the second degree,
any crine against a person where it is determned in accordance with
RCW 9. 94A. 125 that the defendant or an acconplice was arnmed with a
deadly weapon at the tinme of conm ssion, or any felony offense under
chapter 69.50 or 69.52 RCW may becone eligible, in accordance with a
program devel oped by the department, for transfer to community custody
status in lieu of earned early release tinme pursuant to subsection (1)
of this section;

(3) An offender may | eave a correctional facility pursuant to an
aut hori zed furlough or |eave of absence. |In addition, offenders may
| eave a correctional facility when in the custody of a corrections
of ficer or officers;

(4) The governor, upon recomendati on fromthe cl enency and par dons
board, may grant an extraordi nary rel ease for reasons of serious health
probl ens, senility, advanced age, extraordinary neritorious acts, or
ot her extraordinary circunstances;

(5) No nore than the final six nonths of the sentence may be served
in partial confinenment designed to aid the offender in finding wrk and
reestablishing hinself or herself in the community;

(6) The governor may pardon any offender;
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(7) The departnment of corrections may release an offender from
confinement any time within ten days before a rel ease date cal cul ated
under this section; and

(8 An offender may leave a correctional facility prior to
conpl etion of his sentence if the sentence has been reduced as provi ded
in RCW 9. 94A. 160.

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provisions of this section, an offender
sentenced for a felony crine listed in RCW9. 94A. 120(4) as subject to
a mandatory m ni nrumsentence of total confinenment shall not be rel eased
fromtotal confinenent before the conpletion of the |isted mandatory
m ni num sentence for that felony crime of conviction unless allowed
under RCW 9. 94A. 120(4) .

Passed the House February 24, 1999.

Passed the Senate April 6, 1999.

Approved by the Governor April 19, 1999.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State April 19, 1999.
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